Speaker G. Mark Mickelson,

| want to take this moment to write to you personally and share with you some important
thoughts and news. | cannot express enough how fortunate it has been to serve South Dakota
in the House of Representatives these past two years. It was also a magnificent honor to be re-
elected this past November. | have built friendships with countless individuals from across the
state, and have had the privilege to truly see the greatest South Dakota has to offer, and what

we can improve on.

But no matter what successes a man or woman achieves, it is their failures that they remember
the most. Human beings unlike any other animal on this planet are constantly reminded of their
shortcomings, and pay for them two-fold. | do not condone what | have done. | have
embarrassed this institution that | care so deeply for, my party, my family, my friends, and
myself.

This past weekend | have put much thought into what these coming weeks would entail. | know
that we as a legislative body have again many important decisions to make. Countless hours of
consideration and caution will go into these determinations. | also know that although | feel
extraordinarily better for coming forward and telling what is the absolute truth of the matter,
that the trust of the people isn’t with me one-hundred percent as | wish it was, and that my
thoughts and energy are not directed immediately to those important issues. | am without the

focus [ desire.

It is with a heavy heart, that | have decided that in the best interests of this body, this
institution, and my constituents, that effective immediately Monday January, 23™ 2017, | resign
as a member of the South Dakota House of Representatives.

I have nothing but the greatest respect for those that | have grown so close to these past two
years, and even in these early days of the 92™ legislative session. Those that read this should
know that it is my wrongdoing that has put this institution in a sour light. Those responsible for
me have displayed nothing but the highest honor for this establishment.

Again, | cannot express deeply enough how regretful | am of my actions. | hope to someday
regain your trust and to return to this honorable body a man of greater knowledge.

God bless to all of those that read this.

Sincerely,

Mathew Wollmann



